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BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—APRIL SELECTION 


Masters, John Bhowani Junction 
Viking. Mar. 26, 1954. 394p. $3.75. 


The apparent smoothness with which Americans pass 
the reins government from one group office-holders 
another disguises the turbulence which such transfers 
make the lives individuals. When the British 
government set motion the transfer Indians the 
control their own political affairs, the rupture 
public and private lives was the scale volcanic 
upheaval. The change touched the lives British- 
men, Indians, and also that in-between class, the 
Anglo-Indians. The murderous hostility the Indians 
toward the Moslem Hindustani made headlines and 
shocked the world. Bhowani Junction, John Masters 
has written novel which, loose historical way, 
chronicles the steps the political change, and records 
the cataclysmic disjointing the lives individuals, 
especially those certain Anglo-Indians. 


Patrick Taylor, Anglo-Indian, given the post 
narrator the first and last the four books which 
make the novel. Patrick employee the 
Delhi Deccan Railway, wears the old school tie St. 
Thomas, school for Anglo-Indians maintained 
Gondwara, and love (as has been for years) 
with Victoria Jones, another the mixed-blood group, 
and recently member the WAC (I) organization. 
The troubles which beset Patrick stem from his in- 
ability see beyond his own nose, the skillful machina- 
tions Roy, Communist agitator and dynamiter 
who busily fishing the troubled waters Indian 
politics, feeling inferiority Colonel Savage, the 
British commander whose troops have moved into 
Bhowani Junction checkmate and capture Roy, and 
from the discovery that Victoria Jones longer his 
assured lady-love. 


The lady question forced official orders inter- 
rupt her terminal leave from the WAC (I) serve 
Colonel Savage, and finds herself the target the 
lecherous attacks the Colonel’s adjutant, Lieutenant 
Macaulay. the act protecting herself from 
criminal assault, Virginia kills Macaulay with handy 
fish-plate, and result thrown into asso- 
ciation with Indian, Ranjit Singh Kasel, whom she 
presumes she loves (she certainly admires his decency), 
and whom she prepares marry. After she has 
adopted Indian clothes and has gone through part 


ceremony make her religious Indian, Sikh, 
Victoria realizes that she cannot honestly pursue that 
path and she breaks off her association with the Indian 
youth. Unfortunately, she thrown the not-too- 
clean arms Rodney Savage, her commanding officer, 
who proves his dead lieutenant, although 
more calculating. 


The third book this tale the narration Savage. 
The complexities the story—the constant threatening 
Roy and the pursuit him, the possibility that 
Victoria’s part the death Macaulay may dis- 
covered, the danger that Patrick Taylor, beside himself 
with jealousy and mortification, may commit some 
desperate act, and the massive rumblings India moves 
toward independence—are enough hold the reader’s 
interest, but the tale runs off the historical trail while 
the Colonel and Victoria indulge series assigna- 
tions. When Roy flushed out tunnel 
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prepared dynamite and killed shot fired 
Patrick, Victoria has determined that her future lies 
with the Anglo-Indians, and the Colonel, with his cus- 
tomary efficiency, surrenders her Patrick. After the 
plunge the story into the sexual abberrations the 
Colonel and Victoria, not surprising that ends 
romantically, not realistically, with flood happy 
circumstances for Patrick. 


There want skillful handling events and 
framings characters this work. The author’s hope 
that this work may regarded near approach 
history not without reason, for the casual reader 
cannot but gripped the drama India’s march 
freedom and its impact Indian society all kinds. 
The descent into the gross presentation unbridled 
passion Book Three mars otherwise excellent per- 
formance and limits greatly the audience whom this 
work should offered. 
Dennis McCarthy, O.P., 
Head, Department English, 
Providence College, 
Providence Rhode Island 


LITERARY GUILD—APRIL SELECTION 


Lofts, Norah Bless This House 
Doubleday. Mar. 18, 1954. 285p. $3.50. 


The story English house and the eight families 
who lived over period four centuries. Built 
1577 for rich patron sensitive, unhappy youth, 
the house reflected all down the years the latter’s 
feeling for beauty and his unhappiness. And, though 
occasionally strangers occupied its rooms, the main 
the inhabitants were part his blood stream, whether 
legitimate illegitimate, rich poor, strong weak, 
down the wealthy young American bearing the same 
name the first owner, who bought and restored 


1953. 


Told eight incidents, each central character 
the period, and followed author’s “interlude” 
which ties loose threads the plot, the novel 
disconnected and episodic, held together only the 
house itself and the family strain turning yet 
another generation. But whether these incidents con- 
cern titled lady condemned for witchcraft Charles 
I’s time, tavern maid who bought the house 
Cromwell’s reign, bitter who came back 
the house after garnering riches India the late 
Georgian era, reckless, worldly heiress the 
Edwardian years, each main character individual and 
sharply defined, and each incident rounded off and 
complete. 


Without resorting dialect period idiom, the author 
judicious use local color and particularly in- 
corporating into acts and speech the ideologies the 
times, communicates her readers feeling for place 
and time. Especially vivid the homespun chapter 
called “The Governess” which county and farm lines 
touch and almost entangle; here, mood and theme 
recall overtones Mary Webb’s Precious Bane. 


family chronicle, the novel good storytelling for 
adults. Romantic, imaginative and colorful, still 
real enough show credibly the rise and fall family 


fortunes, the variations family values, the flow 


English social history, and the fluctuations the Eng. 


lish social scale. 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Romanis, Robert The Holy Foot 
Dutton. Mar. 22, 1954. 224p. $3.00. 


The mediaeval village Sant’ Antonio, perched half- 
way hillside about hundred miles south Rome, 
bursts into excitement one day the discovery the 
holy foot St. Stephen, long-lost relic now struck 
out the ground humble vineyard 
the cautious mind the village pastor, Father Sansone, 
and the hopeful mind his parishioners, the relic 
authenticated almost once through the divine 
sanction apparent miracle the form the 
mysterious recovery Legione, popular young man 
the village, from three-year-long mysterious illness. 
Pious and practical, the village now enthusiastically 
gets work, quarrying stone and felling trees for 
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shrine St. Stephen which will signify the enriched 


spiritual life the village and which will bring it, 
Mayor Livio and innkeeper Giobbe anticipate, in- 


creased revenue from the pilgrims who will come from 


hundreds miles around pay homage St. Stephen. 


But all does not well. loved native son Sant’ 
Antonio, the Gray Friar Fratre Giacomino, returns 
the village just this time great enthusiasm. 
has been away, preaching the pagan Saracen troops 


Sicily under the Emperor Frederick, lover beauty. 
And under the Emperor’s tutelage, Giacomino has be- 
come expert archeologist. once recognizes the 


the third century. aware that the proposed 
shrine will bring relief from the life toil that was the 
lot his townspeople they scratched meager live- 
lihood from the reluctant soil the mountain. But 


his zeal will not permit him silent, and warns 
Father Sansone, Signor Livio, Signor Giobbe, and the 


villagers that they are unwittingly performing the work 
the devil However, cannot convince them; his 
expert knowledge and their strong faith remain un- 


reconciled. The issue between them grows, intensi- 


fied. 


Fratre Giacomino becomes unpopular, then 


looked upon outsider, finally hated. Violence 


flares up. 
gathered for the shrine down the mountainside, and 
shatters the cut stone and measured logs upon the 


rocky ledges below. The villagers lay rough hands 
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Giacomino himself dashes the material 
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HEADLINERS 


Book and Classification Author and Revieu 


Lord Vanity Shellabarger Nov. 
The High and the Mighty Gann May 
The Lady Arlington (1) Kane Oct. 
Rainbow the Road (Ila) Forbes Feb. 
Cress Delehanty West Jan. 
Loie Bridge (Ila) Flood Oct. 
The Ponder Heart Welty 

The Spare Room (Ila) White 


Hunt 
Sheen 
Davis 
Montagu 
Bowles 


The Conquest Everest 
Life Worth Living (Ila) 

Bue Born Free (III) 
The Man Who Never Was 
Ambassador’s Report (Ila) 


Giacomino. Even the arrival the Bishop rule 
the authenticity the relic does not decide the issue. 
Rather, the ending brought about manner that 
inevitable and some extent expected. Eventually, 
Fratre Giacomino proved right; and yet the 
villagers get their shrine, too. 


this, that the story turns not the deus-ex-machina 
appearance the Bishop, but the logical outcome 
the quarrel that runs through the body the novel, 
The Holy Foot possesses pleasing unity that enhances 
its merit artistic performance. not merely 
that the author has successfully created attractive 
tableau—a quaintly small mediaeval village peopled 
simple but not stupid rustics whose life marked 
piety, hard work, humor, and charitable, tough, 
neighborliness. This itself charming and light. 
More than that, the psychology motivation, the 
growth the conflict between the town and Giaco- 
mino, the change the attitude the villagers toward 
their own Gray Friar (from love hate and again 
love), the “surprise” ending—all these are very con- 
vincing. One weakness the book the rather tire- 
some quasi-verbatim repetition conversation inci- 
dent for the sake enlightening newcomer the 
story when brief recapitulation would have served 
the same purpose. This aside, the well- 
wrought study the effect miracle people. 
earns this reviewer’s unlimited recommendation. 


Joseph Belvedere, 
St. Peter’s College, 
Jersey City, New Jersey 


Kelly, Emmett and Kelley, Beverly 
The Clown: Life Tatters and Smiles 
Prentice-Hall. Mar. 31, 1954. 271p. $3.95. 


The circus recognized part Americana. Like 
football, Plymouth Rock, the Dodgers and television 
has become fascinating expectancy. European 
origin, the one ring circus with its talking clowns, its 
single trapeze artist, its elephant and bear was trans- 
ported America and formed the basis for entertain- 
ment the midwest before and after the Civil War. 
Poor roads hindered the circus itinerary with signs an- 
nouncing Scully Brothers will play Topeka about 


Kelly Hass 


June 1872. These little road shows long ago 
stirred the heart many farm lad. ride 
elephant tame lion became ambition, not just 
passing fancy. Emmett Kelley was one these farm 
boys. Born Kansas farm December 1898, Kelly 
was rise position the entertainment world 
where today king the clowns. few weeks 
Ringling Brothers and Barnum Bailey will from 
Sarasota with its 1954 edition the Greatest Show 
Earth. Before each show ragged, weary, dejected 
tramp will wander around the arena amusing the early 
comer. The personification laziness, Emmett Kelly 
has started his day depicting Weary Willie. Pantomine 
Kelly’s forte. may fishing, carry golf bag, 
light fire just Whatever does he’s clown 
and one the best. 

This book the autobiography Emmett Kelly. 
also good circus. played England with the 
Mills Circus and his contrast between American and 
inment invaluable. takes the 
rough years with Sells-Floto, John Robin- 


denly realize how many circuses have folded through 
Fortunate was the young boy who lived 
average city like Scranton between 1919 and 1929. 
All the circuses played such towns during those years. 


ne years. 


takes the reader behind the circus lot and ex- 

delivery, laundry, make-up, extra jobs, 
personalities, all are depicted great length. 
ragedy like the Hartford fire also revealed the 
Fires have been their 
nemesis and Ringling Brothers exception. The 
Connecticut tragedy cost the show $4,000,000 claims. 


This family book. Read and laugh. Maybe 
today need more clowns and circuses stir our 
space conscious youth. Kelly takes back big red 
wagons and tobacco chewing teamsters. All long ago, 


but boy, how refreshing. 
Frank Brown, 
Department History, 
University Scranton 


* + * 


Hass, Hans Men and Sharks 
Doubleday. Mar. 25, 1954. 318p. $3.95. 


The handsome bearded face Dr. Hans Hass more 
familiar, today, via the medium his motion picture 
Under the Red Sea, than his prose. This translation, 
the third his writings appear English, may easily 
make the name famous story-teller, equal the best 
the natural science popularizers publishing these 
times. 

The wartime expedition narrated Men and Sharks, 
permitted the German government, was, while pro- 
foundly serious purpose, most informal organiza- 
tion and procedure. The purpose was simply study 
under water life the Aegean, and photograph it. 
The means were battered, war-useless vessel, en- 
thusiasm, and the now well-known “skin-diving” with 
harpoons, nets and cameras. Incidental the labora- 
tory purpose the work, the reader here gains variety 
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McKenney Kafka 


information, exciting, curious, entertaining, about 
what goes beneath the surface the sea. this 
respect, while not monopolizing the contents any 
means, the sharks the title provide fascinating ma- 
terial, such that the strength the divers’ discoveries 
the indifference and un-ferocity the animals one 
might well tempted risk encounter with them. 


The recounting the expedition also undertaken 
informal fashion, and Dr. Hass proves have light- 
ness touch, clarity expression, and aptness 
for graceful phrasing that could serve model most 
those who attempt this sort writing. The bare 
recital (although “bare” scarcely the appropriate 
word for description that times achieves breath-taking 
beauty) the events the expedition broken 
two other intermittent elements, one made 
brief essays the subject general, the other the life 
history engaging but unobtrusive figure called 
Xenophon, Austrian-turned-Greek fisherman, who 
regaled the members with stories unresponsible wan- 
derings—to date expedition. 


These reminiscences, hardly edifying such, may 
regarded properly blague and admitted “comic 
relief.” The scientific discourse, permeated with doc- 
tinary evolutionism, reveal, despite themselves, con- 
sciousness purposiveness and implicit recognition 
creativity, and should not bother anyone but 
uninstructed teenager. 


Adults who can weigh the factors, both human and 
natural, will find refreshingly presented adventure, with 
instruction. 

Clinton Maguire, 

Silver Spring, Maryland 


McKenney, Ruth Far, Far from Home 
Harper. Feb. 1954. 210p. $3.00. 

After parlaying Sister Eileen through magazine 
(New Yorker), book, play, motion-picture, and musical 
comedy (Wonderful Town), Miss McKenney (now 
Mrs. Richard Bransten) should have little difficulty 
doing the same for this series sketches the life- 
with-adventures PDA family, family Permanently 
Domiciled Abroad. Most them appeared first the 
magazine Holiday, and read most them there with 
pleasure. Re-reading them book form less 
pleasure. Mrs. Bransten, pardon me—Miss McKenney 
—has the joyous knack skimming the cream 
comedy from the situations she and her family get into 
from the time they decide leave Connecticut for 
year two continental Europe, specifically 
Brussels. 


Troubles with customs begin early when 
irresponsible and domineering Belgian woman makes 
use “the Americans” smuggle her native 
land several large packing cases labelled FIGS contain- 
ing dutiable electrical appliances, and the process 
prevents them declaring their nest-egg negotiable 
government bonds and thus rendering them subject 
seizure and forfeit. The question domestic help was 
problem until that was settled the arrival Julia 
and The education the Bransten 
children was another problem. The naive assumption 
Americans that all French-rooted Europeans were 


Best 


“immoral” gets thorough going-over deliciously 
satiric manner. And the triumph the “American- 
style” birthday party manages uproarious, too; 
while Julia’s preparation the first Christmas turkey 
something bring mist the eyes. 


All-in-all, Far, Far from Home delightful book, the 


more valuable for its between-lines lesson for Ameri- 


cans approaching Europe. 
Grady, 
University Scranton 


Kafka, Franz Letters Milena 
Edited Willi Haas; translated Tania and James Stern. 
Schocken Books, Inc. and Farrar, Straus Young. 
16, 1954. 238p. $3.75. 


Early 1920 Vienna, Kafka met and fell love 


with Milena Jesenka, the Czech translator his early 


stories. was then thirty-eight, engaged girl 
Prague (his second fiancée), and already afflicted with 
the tuberculosis that killed him 1924. Milena was 
twenty-four, the descendant old patrician family, 
and unhappily separated from her Jewish husband. 
Kafka gave her his diaries read, and their acquaint- 
ance quickly developed into indefatigable devotion 
and mutual dependence that they feared both foster 
and sever. 


The experience lasted for two years, during which 
Kafka was writing The Castle and living Prague 
sanitorium Meran. Milena remained Vienna 
most the time, and they met very seldom. Their 
love affair, therefore, rose and subsided distance, 
almost entirely way frequent letters. Prior the 
German occupation 1939, Milena placed this corre- 
spondence the care her friend Willi Haas; shortly 
thereafter she was placed Nazi concentration camp, 
where she died 1944. Haas himself was forced 
flee, and only after the war did regain the letters 
for publication. 


The letters are undated and arranged only con- 
jectural chronology. Lacking the lost responses from 
Milena, moreover, they are not infrequently bit un- 
intelligible. the less they record spiritual tur- 
moil that once frightening its intensity and 
arrestingly tragic its conscious futility. From begin- 
ning end there nothing physical passion 
sexual impulse; but each develops sense complete 
emotional dependence upon the other which invites 
torture its continuance and despair its termina- 
tion: “These letters, they are, are good for nothing 
but and they don’t torment it’s even 
worse. 


The consequent psychological turmoil, complicated 
further the lung disease they both have, well nigh 
overwhelming. love with Kafka but also 
attached her husband and unable leave him finally 
because needs her inwardly. Kafka conjures 
mountainous obstacles between them because 
race, his age, his pervading fear hope for any release 
from fear. Milena did not let her Christianity 
youthful freshness become contrast barrier, but 
one senses that she remained more balanced judg- 
ment and realistically alert their situation than was 
possible Kafka’s stormy temperament. 
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disillusionment dawns, retreats increasingly into 
sense fated rejection and loneliness: live the 
dirt, that’s business The terrible thing far 
rather that through you become more conscious 
dirt and—above all—that through salvation be- 
comes much more difficult for me.” Much the 
later correspondence is, fact, more the story 
tearing love than forming one. The slight admixture 
routine affairs—insomnia, visas, work the office, 
reports from the doctor, comment Milena’s news- 
paper articles—serves only emphasize the other- 
worldliness the central content. Surprisingly, though, 
view the deep interests they shared, Kafka has 
almost nothing say about his own writing. 


This edition makes pretension being definitive: 
relationships the Diaries and other writings are not 
indicated, unexplained allusions abound, 
have been editorially suppressed protect people still 
alive. Yet with all their elliptical perplexities and 
isolated incompleteness, the Letters still provide 
absorbingly intimate self-revelation complicated 
artistic personality. Their tumul- 
tuous, intense probably the more gripping for its 
lack polish and studied effect. Interest the book, 
course, will confined adults and will greatest 
for those who know Kafka’s life and work. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Pope, Edith River the Wind 
Scribners. Mar. 15, 1954. 392p. $3.95. 

Somewhat reminiscent Toulouse-Lautrec canvas 
this novel Seminole War days early 19th Century 
Florida with its scarcely sketched major themes, its 
vividly executed minutiae and its rather straggling con- 
clusions leading the reader almost the edge no- 
where and leaving him there unattended. The char- 
year old imaginative, idealistic, adolescent 
Thad Renfro, scarcely above the cracker level; learned, 
educated but flawed Judge William King who Thad’s 
ideal and whose will-of-the-wisp daughter, Medora, 
Thad’s first and only love. The scene—lush early 
Florida where the Seminole adapted the environ- 
ment, free, happy and well adjusted all ways, with 
the white man only awkward and almost helpless 
interloper. 


Three themes are supposed interwoven this 
rambling and frequently difficult read story. The 
first and least well done that the agony the 
Seminoles, dispossessed their home, and the noble 
struggle they wage against the whites. Save for few 
short scenes the Indians never appear the story and 
come learn what little know about them mainly 
from the thoughts William King. understandable 
picture Indian hopes, fears, passions struggles 
given. Secondly and thirdly (and these two are well 
interwoven) are the love Thad for Medora and his 
growth into maturity. 


Thad discovers his love for Medora only when 
she married nincompoop, Moncure Lauren, and 
builds his future conduct the refusal accept the 
fact her marriage. She his and her marriage means 


nothing. their immaturity they see nothing but the 
momentary passionate happiness that theirs and only 
Judge King prevents them from wrecking their lives 
the rock passion. Saddened his own unhappy 
marriage and appreciating the central core his daugh- 
ter’s selfish and irresponsible hardness, William King 
manages hold Thad back from the final irrevocable 
step. And Thad finally loses Medora just when the 
path has been cleared her husband’s suicide. 
losing her comes his own maturity which has 
been tempering and hardening under the burden 
war. Thad had joined the army and had participated 
all the gruelling futilities the Seminole War, his 
only feat having been the killing sergeant league 
with the Indians. Most vividly drawn are the scenes 
the war and the descriptions the country. The 
latter times approach the poetical and are the gems 
somewhat lusterless story. 


Though the story difficult read the characters are 
well drawn. sympathize with Thad and the Judge 
their human frailty; recognize Moncure Lauren 
the psychological problems which keep him from ever 
becoming man; note Medora the essential im- 
maturity selfishness and the rigidification char- 
acter produced thereby. Several rather passionate 
scenes between Thad and Medora together with the 
implied acceptance adultery, render the book un- 
suitable for the impressionable reader. 


Lamb, Harold 
Charlemagne: The Legend and the Man 
Doubleday. Mar. 25, 1954. 320p. $4.50. 


Harold Lamb hailed his publishers being pre- 
eminent among narrative biographers. diligently 
consults the standard scholarly works and uses the 
facts gathered therein the basis book that 
aimed the general reader. The result usually 
biography that reproduces the historical facts well 
known the well educated. The known facts are 
embellished with imaginary conversations and supposed 
accounts the secret thoughts the leading char- 
acters. Unfortunately the finished product poor his- 
tory, dull biography and without any the artistry 
good fiction. Since several Harold Lamb’s previous 
books such Genghis Khan and The Crusaders have 
been commercially successful and remain popular 
the public libraries, evidently the general reader rela- 
tively easily pleased. 


Charlemagne dull account the colorful life 
one the outstanding characters medieval history. 
illegitimate son usurper, extended his 
kingdom from its Frankish confines become the 
real protector much-harassed Popes and the first 
emperor revived Roman Empire. Big size, large 
appetite, slow mind, naturing greatly though 
gradually through forty-five year reign, all the known 
details Charlemagne’s life are again presented. The 
author stresses that Charlemagne’s greatness not 
measured before what survived his realm 
and how and his immediate heirs affected the na- 
tions western Europe. Rather, Harold Lamb argues 
(inconclusively) that the most important aspect 
Charlemagne was his purpose the dream that died 
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with him, the real unity all the Christians western 
Europe into one peaceful whole. All this reported 
strange mixture facts, imaginary conversations, 
secret thoughts and occasionally bright descriptive 
phrases but without any successful attempt character 
analysis. Some attempt made develop the per- 
sonality Charlemagne, but the many wives, many 
children, suggested adultery and incest and character 
development the narration many various events 
action-packed reign are all too briefly treated 
allow recognizable human portrait emerge. Neither 
the man nor his times are adequately presented. 


The details are all interesting facts, but very 
difficult distinguish the fact from the fiction. The 
historians have collected sufficient number very 
interesting facts about Charlemagne enable skilled 
student history write fascinating biography, and 
the facts are sufficiently colorful enable skilled 
writer fiction spin historical novel literary 
importance, but Harold Lamb mixes the facts and 
the fiction produce book literary value 
history, biography fiction. 


Joseph Maloney, 
Political Philosophy, 
Fordham University, 


Bronx 58, New York 


* * 


Vann, Gerald, O.P. The Water and the Fire 
Sheed Ward. Jan. 27, 1954. 187p. $2.75. 

Father Gerald Vann, the eminent Dominican head- 
master Laxton Hall England (School for Boys) 
has written much—maybe twenty volumes—and well. 
Reviewers frequently style his prose serene. When 
the word-book tells that clear and calm are synonyms 
for serene, begin understand the very exact and 
accurate characterization the worthy priest’s writing. 
While his style indeed simple, his thought content 
profound writer. His pen-emanations give 
ample evidence much reading and deep penetration. 
writes like recluse. 


Via Sheed Ward, The Water and the Fire Father 
Vann’s latest make our shores. The theme the 
one hundred and eighty-six hard-thoughtout pages 
seems tell what wrong with the world 
and then, not how make right, but how dig 
and under and build new world. tells that 
have “lost our oots and that when civilization 
loses its roots must wither and die.” Pessimism? 
This reviewer inclined think that Father Vann has 
written book that is, although not entirely, certainly 
unmistakably, pessimistic. apparently calls all 
too many the cynical, dark-visaged type modern 
writers (even Catholic) bolster his argument. Who 
will not admit that there much goodness and 
wholesomeness, even excellence our present-day 
civilization? This age perfection, but was there 
ever such age. Father Vann seems over-argue 
the case for silence and stillness and too frequently 
lends subjective symbolism even the didactic force 
objective Scripture. Woman’s place his idea 
“finding roots” again seems exaggerated—and calmer 
line philosophic thought aided and abetted Sacred 


Best SELLERS 


Scripture could lead another direction and per- 
fectly correct one. 


the whole the book left this reviewer cold. That 
provocative and stirring and even challenging, the 


pages speak for themselves: like seering fire and en- 
That all must restored Christ 


veloping waters. 
indisputable. was always thus. would rather 
think our civilization one which had lost its moor- 
ings and would recommend that try find them 


again. While there life there hope—and much 


better shout out: Hurry, hurry, hurry—the time 
late, than cry: Hurry, hurry, hurry—it’s too late! 


But reader wants something fire his mind, 
thing that anything but dry dust, something that 
unusually and even ferociously provocative, this little 
book, even before its covers are closed, will either put 
boxing gloves his hands battle put flag his 
hands wave. found gloves mine. Father Vann 
writer who has restless poker the fire always. 

Marvin Merton, 

New York, New York 


Louis The Second Conquest 
Lippincott. Mar. 24, 1954. 239p. $3.00. 


Lewis will remembered many for his The 
Silent Planet and Perelandra, which borrowed 
science-fiction background for stories about rational be- 
ings who maintained their pristine innocence Mars 
who successfully resisted temptation Venus. The 
Second Conquest uses slight variation the theme 
successfully resisted temptation and has many 
seemingly similar situations. 


Marmon, possessed man, has obtained some the 


gravity-defying element, celestium, from Martian fly- 


ing saucer and has brought together with Brandeis, 
prototype the modern scientist, Armitage, 
successful American tycoon, who builds spacesh:p, 
the Argo. Devout Christopher Carey 
When Marmon prevented mysterious illness 
from taking the trip, Maxine Armitage, B.’s daughter 
and love with Chris, stows away his place. Ar- 
rived Mars they find rational beings, learn some- 
what their language and customs and also that the 
Martians are disturbed man’s progress liberating 
atomic energy, fearing that human passions will set off 
interplanetary war. Chris recognizes the Martians 
unfallen beings and learns that they have basic 
commandment from God—leave Earth itself. 


But now comes the temptation—interfere with Earth 
the interests maintaing peace. Marmon trans- 
ported Mars, arranges attack Chris Brandeis 
over Maxine and then, series lies, persuades the 
Martians take over Earth part the new dis- 
pensation replacing their old law. Chris stops the in- 
vasion the last minute the story man’s fall and 
redemption and leaves the final choice the Martians 
who, course, return Mars obedience God’s 
original command. 


There are many similarities between The Second 
Conquest and the earlier-published Lewis books that 
only few can cited here. Marmon very like 
Weston Perelandra and Withers That Hideous 
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Strength; the Diwu and the Drul are like the Sorn and 
the Pfiffltriggi Out the Silent Planet; Chris feels 
that must take positive action against the temptation, 
did Ransom Perelandra. The main theme and 
the story line are very similar. Literarily, however, the 
present book not nearly executed the Lewis 
trilogy, the story being somewhat awkwardly contrived 
and not flowing smoothly along and the characters be- 
ing wooden rather than lifelike. Actually, there 
little nothing wrong with The Second Conquest 
from moral viewpoint and the book seems suitable 
for all classes readers but the same thing has been 
done much better Lewis that this seems like 
rather inept attempt gilding already glistening 
lily. Certainly, there this book none the excel- 
lence which characterized Mr. Wohl’s well known 
historical novels hagiographical vein; nothing the 
performance have come expect from accom- 
plished author. 


Weiser, Francis X., S.J. The Easter Book 
Harcourt, Brace. Feb. 26, 1954. 224p. $3.00. 


Father Weiser has prepared book for the Eastertide 
which successful and attractive presenting the 
lore and legends and liturgy the Lenten and Paschal 
season was his earlier book Christmas, which 
praise sufficient, seeing that The Christmas Book met 
with almost unanimous approval from reviewers and 
readers. 


sixteen short but neatly packed chapters, Father 
Weiser traces the relationship the Lenten and Paschal 
season the spontaneous rites with which men every- 
where and all times welcome the return life with 
springtime and reawakening the fruitfulness 
nature. The development the penitential observ- 
ances Lent, and the feasting before the fasting 
begins; some the various Lenten customs observed 
different Christian countries; the special liturgical 
rites Passiontide, Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, 
Good Friday, Holy Saturday, and Easter Sunday— 
each these topics treated its own chapter. And 
there are chapters Easter Music, Easter Symbols 
and Foods; and another chapter the days following 
Easter, known the Easter Season. 


All all, though few pages, this valuable book 
for the library any Christian. informative and 
inspiring; the heart which will not respond the lore 
contained herein would hard heart indeed. There 
are some line drawings Robert Frankenberg which 
adequately illustrate each chapter heading. Reference 
notes and well-prepared index make this easy refer 


Shepherd, Eric More Murder Nunnery 
Sheed Ward. Mar. 18, 1954. 191p. $2.50. 


the title indicates this the nature sequel 
earlier mystery, famous because was reputedly the 
first where the locale the crime was convent. The 
characters, both nuns and pupils English convent 
school, are the same those met the first book and 
are all unmistakably well drawn. The story really 
minor adventure with just dash easily solvable 


Weiser Shepherd 


Were Schoonover 


mystery thrown in. one learns early the story, 
group revolutionaries from fictional 
Latin-American country are attempting liquidate the 
daughter the benevolent dictator who student 
the convent school. One corpse and two disappear- 
ances together with mass attack the convent are 
combined with the work lady detective-inspector 
produce mildly interesting story whose chief merit 
its boarding school background and the faithfulness 
characterization. The story suitable for everyone. 


Were, Antony Smugglers’ Paradise 
Dutton. Mar. 25, 1954. 247p. $3.50. 

With financial subsidy from certain backers, Antony 
Were, English newsman, set out gather informa- 
tion for book European smuggling. learned 
little but still felt obliged write book. The result 
personal adventure narrative, seasoned with sex 
the best Raymond Chandler tradition—237 pages 
unmitigated drivel. Anyone interested illegal inter- 
national trade will not find enlightenment here 
casual reading the newspapers would more in- 
formative); anyone seeking high adventure and colorful 
characters will have look elsewhere. brief, Smug- 
glers’ Paradise one but the edi- 
torial staff Dutton Co. for careful re-reading 
and justification its publication. 


Frank Gerrity, 
St. Joseph’s 
Philadelphia 31, Pennsylvania 


Schoonover, Lawrence The Spider King 
Macmillan. Mar. 16, 1954. 403p. $3.95. 


Louis France came the throne over difficult 
and thorny path and when had reached his goal 
found only more perilous and obstacle-strewn journey 
before him. Living the middle the 15th Century, 
helped effectively end the Age Chivalry and 
begin the new Age Nationalism knocking the 
props from under tottering feudalism 
the fragments into modern France. doing, 
subterfuge trick was too dishonorable for his usage 
and evil was too great for his elastic conscience 


Born crippled epileptic, and hence not quite man 
according the standards those days, had 
quick and agile mind which gave him the advantage 
over his adversaries. His infirmity always hidden, save 
from his tutor, Friar Jean, and his familiar Oliver 
Daim, became skilled the art dissimulation 
and, after having been tricked the nobility into 
abortive revolt against his father, Charles, the Well 
Served, became model prince, skilled keeping 
himself out difficulties. 


Eventually, however, his abilities and popularity ren- 
dered him dangerous and, after had almost broken 
France his success ruling the Dauphiny and ally- 
ing himself with Savoy, was forced flee Bur- 
gundy and place himself under Philip’s protection. 
Charles’ death gave him the scope needed for his 
talents and, although almost defeated the massed 
might chivalry Montlhery, wrought the 
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Christie Clarke Tracy 


fields diplomacy, statecraft and government 
establish stable France whose rule was firmly his 
grasp. 

History has presented Louis mean and skulking king 
against the background more glorious figures. Mr. 
Schoonover has dramatized and vivified the major in- 
cidents Louis’ life, weaving them into readable 
and fascinating story with Louis’ virtues magnified and 
his faults glossed over. His aim, Schoonover, 
make France great and secure, matter what the 
means used. Mr. Schoonover’s interpretation not 
new; his manner casting is. Because his central 
theme (means justifying ends) the book can recom- 
mended suitable only for adults. 


REPRINTS 


Christie, Agatha 

Murder After Hours (The Hollow) 
Dell (c.1946). Originally published Dodd, Mead and 
Co.) 256p. $0.25. 
Typical all Agatha Christie stories this one holds the 
reader’s attention the very end. The murder Dr. 
John Christow sets off search the police for the 
guilty party. Hercule Poirot, who had arrived the 
scene just after the murder, tracks down the murderer 
spite the difficulties put his path members 
the family and friends the murdered man. 
highly recommended mystery fans for very pleasant 
evening’s entertainment. 


SELLERS 


The rather bosomy female the front cover un- 
necessary bit art for Agatha Christie story—as 
matter fact, the only person the story who ever 
appears “en negligee” lady about years, and 
she quite decently clad. 
Jeanne Marie Popecki, 
Washington, 


Clarke, Arthur 


Sands Mars 
Pocket Books, 1954. 


217p. $0.25. 


Originally Science Fiction Book Club choice, this 


latest product the Chairman the British Inter- 
planetary Society ecological and semi-psychological 
tale man’s conquest Mars wherein Martin Gibson 
finally finds niche life helping Mars achieve 
material independence and acknowledging his illegiti- 
mate son whom helps happiness. Fairly well 
written and satisfactory for adult readers. 


Tracy, Don Crimson the Eastern Shore 
Pocket Books, 1954. 403p. $0.35. 

lusty novel hatred, revenge and war during the 
early days 1812 and 1813 when Anthony Worth 
weaves his web intrigue and domination involving 
his children and his neighbors. True love wins the 
end. Nothing harm adult readers but nothing rec- 
ommendable either. 
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